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In Every Issue 

Features 
DIVISION ACTIVITIES  

Charlie Crawford - Director of Operations 

 

 

Tuesday April 13, 7:00 -9:30 pm, PIEDMONT DIVISION MEETING  
 

Clinic: Charlie Crawford presents Scratch building a Boxcar for the AP Program. Yours truly 

tells how to build a piece of rolling stock for the next contest. 

Theme of the Month: Boxcars: Old or new, wood or steel. Bring óem. 

Show and Tell: Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group. 
 

Sunday, April 18, 1 to 4 pm   Home Layout Open Houses  
 

Chris Whiteôs Waterloo to Wessex (OO)  Part of the Southern Region of British Railways, set in the 

English countryside of 1960. 

Chris White 290 Chason Wood Way, Roswell, GA  30076 (770) 594-2618 
 

Mike Deatonôs  The CJL Railway System (HO)  Large, multi-deck layout of Coloradoôs Joint Line 

set in the mid-1970ôs. 

Mike Deaton 811 Ashley Glen Ln, Alpharetta, GA  30022 (770) 552-7888 

Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 -9:30 pm, PIEDMONT DIVISION MEETING  
 

Clinic: Norm Lundin presents Color Schemes of Norfolk Southern Diesels. Norm tells about the 

various N-S diesel decorations. 

Theme of the Month:  Modern Diesels. Big, Bold & Bad; we all love óem, bring óem. 

Show and Tell:  Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group. 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 16, 1 to 4 pm   Home Layout Open Houses  
 
 

Norm Stenzelôs Brandywine & Benedictine (HO)  Class 1 Appalachian coal hauler modeled in 

1953, running north and south from Winston-Salem, NC and Pittsburgh, PA. 
Norm Stenzel 1620 Highland Farm Drive, Suwanee, GA  30024 (678) 474-0395 
 

Dan Shiltôs  Huntsville & Lake of Bays Railway (On3)  The Smallest Commercially Operated RR 

in the World", operated in the Muskoka region of Ontario, Canada. 

Dan Shilt 1890 Old Dominion Drive, Sandy Springs, GA  30350 (770) 671-0788 

Tuesday, June 8, 6:30 -9:30 pm, PIEDMONT DIVISION MEETING  
 

Clinic: Scott Perry presents Modeling a Cypress Swamp. One of our long time clinicians returns to 

show us how to model this unique feature. 

Theme of the Month:  Watercraft. On the water, on a flat car or anyplace else. Barges, Tugs, canoes 

or kayaks.  

Show and Tell:  Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group. 
 
 

June 12, 2010 Scenery 101   
Members -Only Clinic  

Email training@piedmont-div.org for additional information 
 

Sunday, June 13, 1 to 4 pm   Home Layout Open House  
 
 

Paul Rankinôs San Pablo, Sonora and Fresno Railroad  (HO)  Freelance, based on AT&SF and SP 

in Contra Costa County, CA., with fictional narrow gauge branch.  Set in the 1970ôs. 

Paul Rankin 4762 Green St, Duluth, GA  30096 (770) 849-9659 

Birmingham Model Contest  2 

Alan Mole Garden Railway Tour  2 

SER Limited Run Tank Car  3 

Southeast Garden Railway Show  5 

Division Model Contest  7 

Research for Modeling a Prototype 

Railroad  
8 

Friendly Tips to Help Make a Better 

Meeting  
9 

Vines Garden Railroad 2010 Summer 

Season  
9 

Piedmont Division Presents:  DCC 102  10 

Do You Need Homasote?  11 

From the Editor  2 

Welcome New Members  2 

A Blast From the Horn  3 

The Membership Train  4 

Ravings from the D.O.  4 

News from National -               

NMRA InfoNet  
7 

Membership Information  11 

Division Directory  11 

   

2010 Southeastern Region Convention  
 May 21st - 23rd, Birmingham, AL  

ñYour Layout, From Concept to Realityò 

 

2010 Model Train ShowðBest Show Ever?  Pgs 6-7 

Attention Piedmont Modelers!  
 

Bring Your Models to Birmingham 
and help the  

Piedmont Division Bring Home  
the I -20 Award!  
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The National Model Railroad Association 

is the largest organization devoted to the 

development, promotion, and enjoyment of 

the hobby of model railroading.  

 
 

The NMRA was founded in 1935 in Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin in order to provide a 

service to the hobby of model railroading! 

 

The SER provides services to the members of the 

NMRA resident in our Region and the 15 Divisions 

which operate in our Region. 
 

 

 

 
 

Donôt miss the next edition of the SouthErneR,  

the official publication of the SER!  

 

 

From the EditorFrom the Editor   
Rick Coble  
 

 By the time you read this, you will have received 

your 2010 Spring edition of the SouthErneR, which 

includes the 2010 ballot.  And yes, I am one of a number of division members 

interested in a seat on the region board.  Historically, voter participation in region 

elections has been low.  For some of us, region activity is overshadowed by the 

many programs and opportunities in the Piedmont Division.   While I recognize 

that I am very fortunate to be a member of an extremely active division,   I feel 

that the success of all divisions, large and small, is vital for the NMRA to flourish 

in Southeast.  I hope that you feel that way, too.   

 Also on the ballot is a proposed change to the region bylaws which gives 

division superintendents a vote at board meetings.    The intent of this change is to 

increase division superintendentsô participation at the region level.   

 So please take a moment, read the candidatesô statements of qualifications 

and the proposed bylaws change and vote. 

 Are you attending the SER convention in May?  If not, Why Not?  The 

Birmingham Special staff has lined up a group of premier clinicians, Sunday lay-

out tours that start at 9 AM, and everything else you expect from an SER conven-

tion.   

 If time is at a premium, consider registering for one day only (Friday or 

Saturday).   Yahoo Maps tells me that the convention center is 187 miles, or less 

than three hours by car, from the Elks Lodge.  Find a group of fellow division 

members and make the trip!  I always have a great time at region conventions and 

this year will be no exception. 

 Donôt forget to vote.  Iôll see you at the April meeting. 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

 Help welcome the following members  
 to the Piedmont Division: 

 

 

 
Member City  

David Beck Newnan, GA 

Lawrence M Bradley Alpharetta, GA 

Bill Dischinger Marietta, GA 

Mark G Ewald Roswell, GA 

William J Fragaszy Lilburn, GA 

Charles Griffin Blairsville, GA 

Jared Harper Athens, GA 

William Hebb Woodstock, GA 

Gene Hester Marietta, GA 

Bob Huebsch Woodstock, GA 

Robert King Roswell, GA 

Anthony Lancaster Dahlonega, GA 

Vincent Maiello Norcross, GA 

James H Matthew, Jr Stone Mountain, GA 

John Mitchell Cumming, GA 

Conrad Mora Powder Springs, GA 

Larry Prather Palmetto, GA 

Von Redman Kennesaw, GA 

Charles G Sippel Woodstock, GA 

Reed F Steele Marietta, GA 

George J Stoll Lilburn, GA 

Mark C Thomann Acworth, GA 

 
ATTENTION PIEDMONT MODELERS:  
 

BIRMINGHAM MODEL CONTEST AND 
THE I-20 AWARD 
 
To support the goal of increasing participation in the 
2010 Model Contest, Tom Schultz, SER Contest Chair, 
announced two initiatives during the banquet in Pensa-
cola. 
 
The first is the Spirit of the SER Award which will be 
given to the Division having the largest percentage of 
participation of any Division in the SER as measured by 
their number of entries in the Model Contest. This will 
include display models as well as model contest entries. This award fa-
vors the smaller divisions. However, the second award promises to make 
the SERôs two largest divisions more competitive. 
 
The I-20 Award, is to Piedmont and Steel City Divisions to see who could 
provide the most entries in the Model Contest and overall display.  
 
The Piedmont Division is home to some of best and most prolific model-
ers in the NMRA, so get busy and help bring the I-20 Award back to 
Georgia!   

 

 
Alan Moleôs Garden Railway will be 
open from 12 ï 4 on Sunday, May 
2nd as part of the Southeast Garden 
Railroad Show tour of layouts. 

 
8370 Colonial Pl 

Duluth, Georgia 30097 
 

Please remember to call ahead to get on the guest list 
 

770-315-7244 
 

Directions to other homes on the layout tour will be avail-
able at the SEGRS show in Dalton, GA. 
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A Blast From the Horn 
Division Superintendent Howard Goodwin 

 

 One of the great things about our 

hobby and more specifically our great 

Division is the availability and sharing of 

information and resources. One of the best tools of this feature is our 

web site. While we are still discovering the many uses of our web site it 

seems almost limitless in its possibilities. 

 Iôm asked on numerous occasions by our members where this or 

that can be found. Usually itôs a matter of plugging someone into some-

one else who has the information about a particular resource. Last year, 

during travel to our Region Convention in Pensacola with Scott Perry, 

we discussed at length various things that we could do as a division to 

assist modelers in their quest for information regarding layout building 

and other facets of our hobby. A couple of good ideas emerged, one 

dealing with having the resource information placed in a link in our web 

site. Now is the time to put that idea into motion and I need your help. 

 We all know something that can be used as a resource to help 

others. We donôt always think about it that way, but it is there none the 

less. For example, some folks have asked where they can get Homasote 

a particular brand of building material we use on top of plywood to 

build layouts on. Not always available at your local DIY outlets, it can 

prove to be an endless chase on the internet and phone. Having some 

specific information in one place that is available to all seeking it would 

therefore be invaluable.  

 Modeling questions come up all the time and none more prevalent 

than when you have your layout open during one of the monthly open 

houses or the Piedmont Pilgrimage. Wow, where did you get this or that 

invariably ends up on the lips of the folks who see something you have 

done and want to know how you did it and more importantly where it 

came from. This is a valuable resource that needs to be shared. 

 Another example of resource sharing is tools. While some of us 

may be queasy at the thought of loaning out tools, some of us look at 

this as a positive way to influence our fellow modelers and make their 

lives easier. How many times have we gone out and bought a tool for a 

specific use used it only once and then it sits in your workshop unused 

for years and years. Cômon, fess up, itôs happened hasnôt it? Scott and I 

talked about this very issue as well and came up with a catchy name, the 

Tool Pool, whereby those who have some specific tool to do something 

in the hobby could be shared with others obviating the necessity of go-

ing out and buying the same tool just to use once. This is another place 

where the web site could be put to additional use.  

 Our web site is truly an awesome tool that many find very useful. 

It is one of the best in the country. Scott Povlot has done a masterful job 

of putting it together. It is a tough job for one person do everything there 

is to do, maintain a home life and find time for our hobby. That said, our 

Board has recognized this and sought to find some help for Scott with 

the web site. That help has arrived thanks to Louie Gomes, one of our 

newer Division members, who has experience with web development 

and programming and has volunteered to assist Scott and share the web 

duties. As a result, Iôm sure weôll be seeing some of these new ideas 

being implemented as just one more member benefit we all enjoy here in 

the Piedmont Division. Those across the country who look at our web 

site will also be the beneficiaries of the information we have to share as 

well. 

 All of us have something we can share that can benefit the mem-

bership. It doesnôt have to be some big earth shattering item to be mean-

ingful. Often it is the little things that make some of the largest impact 

and we remember the most. You donôt have to be some long standing 

member of the Division in order to make a contribution. A good idea is 

a good idea no matter where it comes from. Sharing is what makes our 

hobby great and it lives and breathes very well here in the Piedmont 

Division. Think about what you have to share that could make someone 

else more knowledgeable and skilled. While that is on your mind, con-

sider just how you are helping to keep our hobby alive and well. Till 

next time, may all your signals be green. 

          Howard  

 

Advertisement courtesy of the SouthErneR, Paul Voelker Editor.    Advertisement by George Bloodworth, Randall Watson, and Paul Voelker. 
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 Have you been to a Piedmont Division meeting lately?   If not, 

why not?  We are having our biggest turnouts of all times.  The presen-

tations are some of the best I have seen.  They are informative and enter-

taining.  Which, by the way, if you have a topic you would like to make 

a presentation on I am sure the Program Director would love to speak 

with you and try to find an opening in the schedule that you could fill in.  

Remember we only have eleven of these a year.  Our December meeting 

is reserved for the Christmas party.  But anyway, back to the meetings.  

The Division meeting is the heart and soul of the NMRA.  Yes we have 

National events and Regional events.  These are important, but they are 

special occasions.  The monthly Division meeting is where the NMRA 

member gets the most return on their membership dollars.  This is a 

great time to get together with those friends that you may not see on a 

regular basis.  You can catch up on what has been happening on all the 

other railroads in the area.  And yes there are plenty of other railroads 

around.  Bring out that nifty pocket camera or cell phone with the pic-

tures of your latest enhancements and show them off.  Look at other 

peoples work.  Every time you look at another persons layout, you will 

probably see something that will give you an idea for your layout.  

Thatôs one of the great things about this hobby of ours.  Everyone loves 

to show off their efforts and they love to see someone elseôs ideas also.  

This exchange of ideas and information only helps to improve every-

oneôs layouts.  Itôs fun.  Itôs educational.  But catching up with old 

friends is only one aspect of the Division meeting.  There is always the 

unpredictable ñShow and Tellò.   Bring something that you are inter-

ested in or proud of.  Show it to the entire Division at the meeting and 

have an unusual fact or two about it.  You get to show off your work and 

talent and everyone else gets to learn a thing or two.   

 The book and video libraries are tremendous assets to the Divi-

sion.  Best of all they are free.  Just check out what you want and bring 

it back next meeting.  That gives you a whole month to read a book or 

watch a video.  Are you beginning to see why the Division meeting is 

the heart and soul of the NMRA.  This is where every member gets the 

opportunity to rekindle the drive and desire to build that one of a kind 

layout.  There is an amazing amount of knowledge and know how right 

there at your fingertips.  It is all there in one room at one time and it is 

fun.  But we are not done yet.  After all this, there is still the presenta-

tion.  This is where you really get to see some aspect of model railroad-

ing displayed and explained in detail.  The presentation is what most 

people come to the meeting to see.  So what are you waiting for?   If you 

have not been to a meeting in a while, come on back.  They are best part 

of what the NMRA has to offer.  I have always tried to speak to the fact 

that the meeting is where the wheel meets the track in model railroading.  

Our members are the best.  But fresh ideas and insights are where the 

best ideas of tomorrow come from.  So I always encourage members to 

bring guests to the meetings.  We have a lot of new people that learn 

about the Piedmont Division at the train shows and other events.  But 

when a member brings a friend or neighbor, that new person already 

knows someone and is more at ease.  Having a single friend to introduce 

you around and bring you into the conversation makes a world of differ-

ence.  Once they see all the benefits to becoming an NMRA member, 

joining is simple decision.  I try to attend every meeting.  I am more 

than happy to sit down with a prospective new member and explain the 

benefits of membership.  The cost to join or any other questions they 

may have.  Many people sign up right there at the meeting.  But some 

want to think about it some more.  I explain to them the various methods 

available to join the NMRA.  Going online from home is becoming very 

popular.  A person can sign up at their leisure and use in of several 

methods of payment. 

 So if you have not been to a meeting for a while, or ever, now is 

the time to attend.  Come to the next meeting and bring a friend.  I think 

you will have a good time and learn something in the process. 
 

See you there. 

David H. Gilly 

Director of Personnel 

Piedmont Division of NMRA  

The Membership Train 
David Gilly, Director of Personnel 

 

Iôm writing this after the 2010 Train Show. It was our first at Cobb 

Galleria. Joe Gelmini, committee and volunteers did a fantastic job. 

There had been fears about unloading and loading after the show, but 

our volunteers did a great job and we had many compliments from 

vendors and Galleria staff.  

 As a contest judge I was struck by the amount and quality of 

models in the Model Contest. There were entries in motive power, roll-

ing stock and structures. Scales G, O, HO and N were represented 

(again where were the S scalers?) 

 A wise man (Ron Gough) once said you should scratch build 

something you couldnôt buy but you liked. We had several entries that 

met that criteria. 

 I was struck by, what I thought was a plain house; that turned out 

to be a model of one of our members boyhood home. The entire interior 

was detailed and the paint scheme matched the prototype. It even had 

interior lighting. Someone couldnôt buy that model, but they liked it 

and built it. 

 Our G scale entry was an outhouse. Again the entry had a de-

tailed interior. There was a bit bathroom humor thrown in and thatôs 

always fun. 

 The O scale entry was a model of a cobbled together boxcar from 

a small line in Canada. It had link and pin connectors and many strange 

features. Again this is one not available for purchase, but it could be 

scratch built and be true to the prototype. 

 My personal favorite was the covered bridge. Again this was a 

scratch built model. I had previously worked with stained strip wood, 

this modeler did too. Nail holes were showing and the modeler had 

boards in various stages of weathering applied here and there on the 

bridge showing that repairs had been made. It is an impressive model, 

yet one that is not available for purchase. 

 Four very good models built by modelers building what they like. 

Is there that special model youôd like to build?  Iôd say give it a try, you 

can do it. 

 Weôve got a nice line-up on clinics and home layout tours this 

quarter. Come to the meetings and visit the layouts. Hope to see you at 

the SER Convention. 

 Ravings from the D.O.  
Building What You Like  

 

By Charlie Crawford, Director of Operations 
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