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DIVISION ACTIVITIES

Charlie Crawford - Director of Operations

Tuesday July 13, 7:00-9:30 PM, Piedmont Division Meeting

Clinic: Dr. Joe Nichols, Jr. presentdviotive Power for the AP Program.

Theme of the Month: Motive Power,whether kits or scratch built; always super detailed. Bring your
works in progress.

Show and Tell:Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group.

Sunday July 18,171 4 PM Home Layout Open Houses

John Stoll é6s Georgia Northern RR (HO)
John Stoll, 5043 Abbey Lane SW, Lilburn, GA 30eB401 (770) 3810967

Lindsay Lapole's C&O New River & Central City Division (HO)
Lindsay Lapole, 1865 Lamp Post Lane, Lawrenceville, GA 30043 (7704323

Tuesday Aug. 10, 7:00-9:30 PM: Piedmont Division Meeting

Clinic: Paul Boehlert present8uilding Craftsman Structure Kits :

Building todayds craftsman kits, whatds new,
Theme of the Month: Off-Line Structures can be almost anything. Bring your houses, mills, factories,
ships, vehicles or gas stations.

Show and Tell:Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group.

Sunday Aug. 15,17 4 PM Home Layout Open Houses

Brian Glocko6s Suger Valley & Sweetwater Rail
Brian Glock, 255 Hollyberry Drive, Roswell, Ga. 30076 (770)-3384

Bi Il Robertsondés Southern Pacific, Mount ain
Bill Robertson, 114 East Lake Drive, Roswell, Ga. 30075 (770Y064%

Live Auction
Saturday, August 28, 2010

Elks Lodge, 1775 Montreal Road, Tucker, GA7 PM - 11 PM
See Page 9 or visit the Division website for more information

Tuesday Sep. 14, 7:007 9:30 PM: Piedmont Division Meeting

Clinic: Dick Hillman presentsThe Glover Machine Works. Dick is the Sr. Curator of the Georgia
Museum of Locomotive History and will present the story of this manufacturer from here in Marietta,
Theme of the Month: Modern Passenger EquipmentStreamliners up to Acela. Show what you have
Show and Tell:Books, magazines photos or anything of interest to the group.

F TRAIN’in September 18, 2010 Airbrushing 101
= Members-Only Clinic
e CAM P Email training@piedmont-div.org for additional information

Sunday Sep. 19,171 4PM  Home Layout Open Houses

Howard Goodwinds Great Cypress Lines (HO)
Howard Goodwin, 79 Cross Branches, Acworth, Ga. (7700323

Perry Lambés Ut ah, Colorado & Western (HO)
Perry Lamb, 4034 Palisades Main NW, Kennesaw Ga. 30144 (77®7243

See You at the Next Meeting!
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From the Editor

Rick Coble

Giving Back to the Hobby

How many of you visited layouts during the 2009 Piedmont Pilgrima
The 2010 edition of the hobbyés pr
corner, with planning and preparation already in process. A handful of divi
members put together the tour, but it is the work (and it is work) of the la
hosts that makes the Pilgrimage special. | enjoy seeing a host spending tim
a child, or with that childds pare
great family hobby.

How can you help and have fun at the same time? The Pilgrimage can
tee pairs up guest operators with hosts. While the guest operator runs train

host can spend time with his guests and make them feel welcome. And so
those guests will wind up at a division meeting to see what we are all about.

for the Pilgrimage ad in this edition of the Timetable and contact Bob Whee

Welcome New Members!

Help welcome the following members
to the Piedmont Division:

je?.
e WM Befandorf v 5yt tour APPSgr am

our operator assistant coordinator.

What else can you do to give back? The Piedmont Division staffs its m
bership booth at train shows and is working to increase appearances at Boy
merit badge clinics and public events. Listen for volunteer opportunities a
division meeting or contact a Board Member.

Model Railroading is a great hobby, and getting involved with the Piedm
Division makes it that much better. Take the plunge and volunteer!

\V

Member Badged®o You Have a New One?

Instructions are available at meetings, or by email from Bill Lyons at
wwlyons@gmail.com. Badges are a member benefit at no charge.

siorllen Blasingame Acworth
Youtom Briskey Marietta
e with
nlBng’eCr@bgqeti ng them BCHT’ISW that
Denton Cruse Atlanta
"MiEene Hester Marietta
s, the
me I Hicks Atlanta
Loakerald Knazek Alpharetta
ler
" Richard A Kneisel Marietta
emVincent Maiello Norcross
ScRithard McHugh Alpharetta
t ang
at Moore Canton
onGirish Muashar Alpharetta

Dominic Pennisi Lawrenceville

Victor Pitrowski Ellenwood
William Pete Silcox Kennesaw
* Patrick Waldron Atlanta
Rob Wells Marietta
Gregory L Williams Kennesaw

Bill PIEDMONT DIVISION
Lyons

SER

N Scale

NMRA

NMRA #31356

Southern Memories Line

Daily Smile Delivery
L&N, NC&StL, Norfolk Southern, W&A

Smyrna

Membership Information

If you would like to become a member of the Piedmont
Division, please join us at our next meeting or contact:

David Gilly
Piedmont Division Director of Personnel
2768 Horseshoe Knoll Lane NE
Roswell, GA 30075

David can also be reached at 770-998-6524 or via
email at membership@piedmont-div.org

A membership application is available on our web
site:

www.piedmont-div.org

See you at the next meeting!

The National Model Railroad Association
is the largest organization devoted to
development, promotion, and enjoyment
the hobby of model railroading.

The SER provides services to the members of the
hBIMRA resident in our Region and the 15 Divisi
ofvhich operate in our Region.

The NMRA was founded in 1935 in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin in order to provide
service to the hobby of model railroading!

Ponbdt

the official publication of the SER!
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A Blast From the Horn

Division Superintendent Howard Goodwin

we have is each other. Taken individu- visit at some point down the road. This is just one example of th

share. Taken as a group, we are incredi-i mpr essed with how fidown to ea

that man can do if it doesndt nmsatisfacion is ddnived fppm teachinglow to othees dvithbut theTnkeig
true and we prove it time and time again. It is our nature sometimes@nchor of Arecognitiono. The r

NMRA. While we all enjoy the benefits of this phenomenon, we cam s soci ated with our group, w h
sometimes suffer from the individuality that makes each one of ussbuz zy 0.

No doubt one of the greatest assets doing a clinic for us. He indicated that he would be happy to come|and

ose

ally, we are good and have much to among us who willingly come forward to share and assist. | was yery

rth
bly strong and unique. It has been said that there is no end to the good The point in this exercise is to impress upon you just how much

hty

eco

be guarded, but our overwhelming need to be part of something wilmportant it is to share with others and return the God given gifts|and

override our guarded n@gatuh er e \We dalentseve allypgssessall id what fmdkes ug who we are and why we are
Our Division is one of the strongest and most active in theso special in the overall picture of life. It gives me great pleasure being

ch

unique. When we gather together, we have a chance to share our indi- We need to remember that while we are all individuals, we are a
viduality and creative abilities. We have such a collection of talent thgpart of something very special. In the coming weeks and months your
it is truly scary! What makes us special is the penchant we have of shakills and talents may be called upon. Consider for a moment the satis-
ing this talent, without allthe hangps associ at ed wi faction that camesnrgm prasanting a ainicshosting an open house, or
get in the way. even better putting your layout on tour for the Piedmont Pilgrimage.

Some of us gathered together in Birmingham a few weeks back td/e have a National Convention to host in 2013, which is knocking

on

take part in another great event, our annual SER Convention. We cartfee door. We will need many of your talents for this. For those of you
together to fellowship and renew friendships and establish new ones.vtho are fairly new to the organization and hobby, your time is a wel-

is always nice to come away from such an event having made a nes@emed talent and volunteers are always needed.
friend or meeting someone new. This convention was no different. | What can you do to help? Share! Get involved and discover

the

made a special effort to meet one of our Region members, Cliff Powergy of giving that comes with it. There is much that you can do that|can
whose model railroad layout is nothing short of awesome. make a difference in how great we and our program can be. Your|time
In my brief conversation with Cliff, | extended an invitation to is a part of it and little enough price to pay. Till next time, may all ypur

come to the Piedmont Division and share his knowledge and skills bsignals be green.

Ravings from the D.O. o T
Building What You Like
AT D

By Charlie Crawford, Director of Operations HOiScals

As | write this, | 6ve just r eitoveour mabelifigr Emmnantd neesl to Xrdowd What SsE6dd, Gleanis lEchk t
in Birmingham. As with every SER Convention, | had a great time andng and what needs to be added to improve the model. As a judge, |
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. My sincere congratulations to Joalways try to comment on what is good about a model and what reeds
Gelmini, Fred Coleman, Alan Mole, Rick Coble and Randall Watson orio be done to make it better. When | first entered contests, the judges
their election to regional office. | was also elected to a Trustee positiohere in the Piedmont Division were very good about instructing on what

and would like to thank all those who supported my candidacy. | lookvas needed to make a better model. My improvement in modeling
forward to working with my fellow officers to make our SER evenent er ed ot her model s in | ater
better. Thanks also to Bob Beatty for his service as SER President. ment s. According to the NMRA,

| had an interesting experience with a model | entered in the | have not yet entered a model in a contest twice when | had ¢
contest. The contest date crept up and was on me before | knew it. Thp short the first time. Others have done it and been rewarded
model was entered in the state it was on the day before the contest. e r i t Award. | 6m going to give

model 6s interior was not fully de tFerithbse dvhoaaredincertaiis about entering g costest; hwp

as |

cCol
t ha

ome
ith a

it

fireplace, interior trim, curtains and ceilings. | knew it had flawsandst r ongl y suggest that you enter
sur
the judges pointed out many of the flaws | knew about and a coupletd be done. Then you can work to improve it or try again with another

had missed. Since returning ho ramry, taking the corbneetintonaocouti andgfollowiog what they eett t

omissions but hoped to eke out a Merit Award. The model didnotandp t o Merit Award status, | 6 m

flaws and add the omitted items. The model will bemeered in a fu-  you. Try it, it really does work.
ture contest. The Pi edmont Di visionbs nex

One of the controversies discussed recently in a Yahoo Groupleeting. | hope you will have an entry and see what the judges
dedicated to the NMRA AP program was about the role of judges. lhad 6 m sur e t he experience wild/l h

t
say.
el

commented that a judge had not written a comment on one judgingarea On anot her not e, Il d&dm starting
Y O U ¢

réhﬂ d

of the model. Several posters were of the opinion that the judges hagdlnd open houses for 2010. | f
neither the time nor inclinati oghennuseMetngknbu Wefehiwdys Iéong‘foPdﬁrﬁ’cso‘-?uRté

expected. Others were as strongly of the opinion that judges comme%ﬁ, the Pledmont D|V|S|on Modeling or prototype presentations
are indispensible. I 6m in the | Eme group.

The AP Program is in the Education Department for a reasoﬁN
Judges comments are the feedback we modelers need if we are to im-
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1 1 get names at train shows or from other members, | send a letter {
The _M_em_berShlp Traln person telling them all about our Division and inviting them to the n
David Gilly, Director of Personnel meeting. If | have an email address | try to send a reminder a few

before the next meeting. Train shows are a big event. | keep the
Well, after this column | have only 1 or 2 more before | mustmont Division booth and see that it gets to the train shows. | kee
retire from my position as Director Of Personnel. The end of my secwith when shows are going to be each year and fill out the reserv
ond term will be coming up In December. So it is time for me to doform. This form then has to be mailed in to confirm a spot at the sk
some tubthumping. There is where | stand up on a wash tub in th&he Piedmont Division is treated like a display vendor. We are
middle of a road or park and tell anyone that will listen what is on mycharged to have our booth at the show. The booth has to be setu
mind. taken down. Getting Piedmont Division members to man the b
| need someone to step up and take over this position next eleduring the show is another duty | perform. Fortunately we have a |
tion. | hope there are several of you willing to do so. | think the elecpool of members to pull from and | have never had any problem ge
tion process goes much better when there is a little competition. Sat least one person for each time slot and usually get two people.
what does this job entail? It runs itself for the most part. You are hereis gets you into the train shows for free.
to assist any prospective new members join the NMRA and help them  The Directory of Personnel is a voting position on the Board.
get the most from the Piedmont Division so they become life lond attend the meetings each month before the regular Division mee
members. Getting people interested in model railroading is easyhese are usually at a nearby restaurant where we eat dinner a
When you meet them at train shows or other events the Piedmont Divtusiness. At the Division meeting | get a count of people attending
sion attends, all you need to do is talk to them about something yomeeting and a little personal information on any visitors. Later |
both have in common and like to talk about anyway. Invite them to gend the visitor a letter thanking them for coming to the meeting
meeting and the rest is pretty much automatic. Once someone sees hemcourage them to come again and join the NMRA. Sometimes
active the Piedmont Division is and the amount of energy and knowlhrew membership forms at the meetings or renewal membership f
edge we have they are almost always ready to join up. But just joiningwill take these home and mail them to National for processing.
up does not complete the process. We want members that attend the This position is not a very demanding position and counts tov
meetings and make contributions. This keeps them interested and addslunteer points if you are trying to get the Volunteer Certificate.
to the general well being of the Division. Retention is important. Youanyone has any questions about this position, | will be happy to s
can not make someone stay that does not want to. But if you can firmbme time with them and provide that information. Emails are
out why someone wants to leave, there may be a way to keep themelcome. So lets see a good turnout for this position.
Some people are not going to stay. They may be moving away. They
may just lose interest in the hobby or they may have just found anoth@incerely,
hobby. Whatever the reason, we still want to see if there is anyway David H. Gilly
resolve the issue and keep the person as a happy and beneficial membgector of Personnel
of the NMRA. Piedmont Division, NMRA
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Other duties | perform are sending you letters and emails. When |

The Southeastern Region of the NMRA is proud to announce the
availability of a limited number of Red Caboose 10,000 gal. Tank
Am dlm u Cars lettered for GATX in HO scale. These cars are “Ready-To
Run® in four different road numbers - GATX 28220, 28225,
4 e E T

28231, 28238 never before offered by Red Caboose. Cars have

underbody brake details, magnefic knuckle couplers and metal

‘ » "_ ‘ 4. - )
- ~ Sl LS S 0 d f wheel sets, built date is 10-49. The GATX tank cars were in service
= o L2y all over North America on all major railroads.

Cars cost: $32 each, or a set of four for $110
Shipping is by US Postal Service Priority Mail:
$6.00 for one or two cars; $8.00 for three or four cars
Insurance: $2.25 for one or two cars; $2.75 for three or four cars
Note: Insurance is optional — added to shipping rate, recommend for
your protection.

Make checks or money orders payable to: SER/NMRA
Send Orders To:
SER Car Project clo Randall Watson
730 Morning Creek Lane

Suwanee, GA 30024-7052

Advertisement courtesy of the SouthErneR, Paul Voelker Editor. Advertisement by George Bloodworth, Randall Watson, and Paul Voelker.
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Model Citizen
How NOT To Build a Contest Model

Scott Povlot

The SER convention in Birmingham was gre@he model room  great. The roofing also gave the model a better "Southern" look.
was full of great display models and contest entrigismingham defi- | finished the model with green walls and-offite trim. | used a
nitely had a home field advantagBut the Piedmont Division had a dry brush technique to provide some highlightihgdded some pastel
great showing.l brought several of my previous contest entries like mychalk powders to weather the modehdded the provided kit details
Georgia Barn, Terminal Station Grill and a kitbashed garagéso which | painted in glossy white paint to make the tubs and toilets log
brought a contest entryMy entry was a plumbing supply house, an old brand new.Overall, the building was nice looking model which | wou
DynaModel kit. No, | didn't win any categoriesAnd | didn't even earn be happy to put on my layouBut | did not have the extra work and
an AP merit awardSad. details necessary for an AP merit award.

Well, at least | didn't expect much differertet's look at what | So, what am | doing nextA scratchbuilt "O" scale model of a
did wrong and how it could have been bettiglany things go into a
content quality model such as planning, subject selection, craftsmans
and finishing. So, let's start with plannind.have been quite busy in
my personal life.| haven't had much time recently to devote to model-
ing. Time was getting short til the conventiohdecided to pick a kit
from the shelf to build.The kit would save a lot of time in getting the
model completed! didn't really take advantage of my timActually, |
ended up finishing the model in my hotel room on Friday night and
Saturday morning of the conventioham now reminded of the 7 R's
"Proper Prior Planning Prevents Piss Poor Performance". .

Now, a kit build does not necessarily mean that you won't get a
merit award.But the judges can only count the work that you ditle
kit manufacturer selected the model subject, did the design, drew pla
gathered the materials, and provided cast details. With a kit, you will
need to do an excellent job on construction and finishi¥au can in-
crease your score with kitbashing and scratchbuilt additions or adding
your own details.Because | chose a generic kit, | also lost conformity
points since | did not have prototype photos or plans.

| did make some modifications during the build to make the mod
more unique.l recommend that anyone building a kit do some simple
changes to make the kit your owhcreated my own signs and changed
the roof material.l have previously written some articles on printing  prototype Central of Georgia Railway combination depatim working
signs on your computeThese take about 10 minutes using a word on this for a friend.He provided me with photos of several depitge
processor like Microsoft Wordlt's well worth the time.For the roofing  got plans from the Central of Georgia Railway Historical Society
material, | used Paper Creek Rusty Corrugated Metal Roofing. This (CGRHS). | created my own scale plans on the computem cur-
paper texture must bmit out and painted to hide the white paper edgesrently working on the substructure in styrene. | will bring the model t
and back.Compared to the vinyl material that the kit instructions sug- division meeting and definitely have it judged for an AP merit awérd
gested to be covered with thick shoe polish, the corrugated metal lookath sure this model will do better than my last one.

o x

Looking for Model Railroading

HELP WANTED Activities?

Rewarding Experience

Check out the Piedmont Division Website for:

Have Fun Home Layout Tours

Member Contact Information
Committee Chairs
Long Range Calendar
Operating Groups

Be an operator assistant for Clubs

Meet Someone New

No Experience Needed

ilari Hobby Shops
the 2010 Pilgrimage. Piedmont Pilgrimage
Contact: The Model _Train Show
Bob Wheeler Auctions )
bohalwhe@bellsouth.net and morece
7708870072 www.piedmont-div.org

v ke, e Ay, o, Wb, e Wl pom WiAlY. ow ity mem 'Sl om0t srm ey e aiRRY
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Joe Gelmini
Photos by Rick Coble

DIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

2010

Thank you to everyone who voted in the recent SER electiongional conventions in both number and quality. My thanks to Tom

I The 2010 Southeastern Region Conventic

The newlyelected officers of the Southeastern Region are: Schultz and his helpers and judges for handling this at the expense|of
missing many of the other convention activities. We also found time at
President Joe Gelmini the convention banquet to recolgni
Vice President Fred Coleman Railroaderd Ben Bartlett and Peter Youngblood. Also recognized was
Treasureii Alan Mole John Cowles of Division 15 for achieving 50 years as an NMRA mem-
Secretaryi Rick Coble ber! Our banquet speaker this year was Tony Koester who shared some
Directorsi Charlie Crawford and Randall Watson
Paul Voelker remains as a sitting director and the fourth director
slot, vacated by Fred Coleman, will be appointed soon. The new offi-
cers were installed at the annual membership meeting during the con{
vention in Bessemer, AL May 22, 2010. Also at the meeting we recog ‘ x&*
nized Phil Hutchinson for serving 22 continuous years on the SER SeotPary
BOD. During that period Phil served @veryboard position, an ac-
complishment few have ever achieved. Phil continues to serve the
NMRA and SER as Dixie division superintendent. Bob Beaty was it e At
recognized for his six years as SER President and was also presente
the Vern Yarbrough award for his outstanding service to our hobby an
organization. Bob becomes only thé"pkrson to receive this honor.
Bob will remain an active SER B| pre
ous role as Executive Advisor to the board. =
Our annual convention attracted some 200 members and spous(
My thanks to Tom Cusker, convention chair, and all the Steel City con|
vention committee volunteers for a great time and a job well done. |
Also, a special thank you to Carol Beaty and those helping her for org
nizing an outstandingnenai | program of acti |
about the ASip and Snipo clinic= o ; : s|t an
Howard Goodwin presented the Piedmont Div|ision

clinic program featured Tony Koester, Paul Scoles, Cliff Powers and

many other notables giving pr es amenoresdf dsmpersoral dealingsiwith the dkes ohJehm dlleri) AMlenu r
out a

out From Concept to | mpl ement at McCtelland, Halarstehsand othar fioblryy éegeads. vitavds pdirded
tours where a dozen fine layouts were available for our viewing pleas- that Tony has attended three of our last four SER conventions, so v

ering at our 2011 convention to be hosted by the Empire Division af
Macon, GA.

EHETT for MM MOOEL CONTEST

Charlie Millar garnered a Merit Award for his Plymouth 50 Ton Switcher.

ure. The model contest attracted 130 models for display and judging, a

number way above recent regional conventions, and challenging na- Revis Butleros LOP&G Combine earned th
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cious host over six trips | made to his Monterey basement to se

Peter YoungbIOOd amazing fAGorre & Daphetid. o |
g many photographs 1 6d seen in t

Earns Master Model Railroader #433 was Gulliver walking gingerly through canyons with mountains reac
ing above my head! I |l earned t

Nearing the end of the first decade of my life, my interest inanswers to my unending questions, a cherished keepsake to thi
model railroading began rather ingloriously. A hand me down Lionel OHis influence on my modeling, like for so many others, was enorn
27 set from my older brother was granted occasional trackage rights @md | can only dream of reaching the lofty artistic benchmark he
a pingpong table of considerable vintage. It was fun, but my too careHis achievements all the more incredible considering materials a|
ful observations of real Santa Fe trains at the twilight of steam almosible back then. Whit became more friend than acquaintance. His
proved my undoing. My Lionel trains were far too shiny. In a deter-chievous sense of humor was well documented by the time we me
mined effort to make them look more like their full size counterparts, |
carried them outside covering them with a paste of dirt and water ent
siastically applied by my small, pliable fingers. | was quite satisfieq
with my weathering technique, not so dad when he eventually noticq
the short string of dirt clumps sparking erratically around the table, §
unusually large whistling clod up front smoking from its wheels insteal
of stack.

Having survived the ensuing mushroom cloud, dad escorted
and my dirty deed to the local hobby shop (and Lionel dealer) for i
resurrection to be paid for over time by my meager allowance. Whi
dad and the store owner were determining the length of my servitu
and certain piggypank bankruptcy, my attention was drawn to a smal
steam locomotive running back and forth on a test track behind tf
counter . I coul dndt take my ey
smoothly and quietly, and on two rails like the real thing! The stor
owner noticed my obvious fascination, explained the little locomotivs
was HO scale, and asked me a few questions about my ability to |
things together. | must have answered satisfactorily. A short time lat
my Lionel trains had been exchanged for just enough items carefu
selected by the owner to make up a basic HO scale set. Another wy¢
derful discovery was my debt to dad had also been scaled down prop
tionally. From childhood ignorance, so began a lifelong love affair o
trains and model railroading.

Early efforts were educational, at times crudely successful, othe
disastrous, but the few hobby magazines | was able to buy showed w
could be done and kept me interested through the years of formal e(
cation, military service, a budding career as a commercial airline pil
and the start of a family. My job required occasional relocation, th
upside of which was the ability to visit, befriend, and learn from won
derful craftsmen. The downside was layouts begun, the latest an i
provement from the last, only to be torn down come the next mov|
Among my east coast mentors now long gone were NMRA membe \
Gordon Garnett and Bob Arnold. Gordon taught me to air brush, Bob Photo Courtesy of Paul Voelker
build scenery in small, less conspicuous areas of his fabulous base
AtLinesdo club |l ayout. Patient tgachgfge Wi )‘r@t ag us|e|nyseaboafndrbq1r@odr
forever indebted to them. Another was the late Bob Longo. His passiop | p, e .0 although vastly differe
for the Santa Fe Railway prompted him to form the Santa Fe Modele ece, the work of another true craftsman and influence.
Association, at first a small group of us sharing his interest, evolve | had corresponded with Sant
today to international membership. Bill Messecar and Rick DiemChsorl’\istorian, author, Chard Walker for several years prior to moving td
became friends and still are 30 plus years later. Pooling new foungast coast. We were already friends before we met in person.
knowledge, we all helped one another, improving the accuracy of oWoye, walked, talked his beloved Cajon Pass on several occasion
models and boldly considered oUg8gdaNoRsScontirRifigPole? Eol Rirfhks TN HbsBefie® Home.
looking down upon our freelancing friends as misguided brethren. E’ﬂivillingness to copy personal slides or any other Santa Fe materia
cepting Stephen Priest or Andy Sperandeo, Bill knows more about thierested me was beyond generous and a huge help for scratch b
Santa Fe than any of us, a railroad he continues to model beautifully, e | 5 | couldndt bv. We even
Rick is one of the finest N scg@fgive MKOECapd Pass, mnd SlitiedsEictver PhtisePdr
know. Having rejoined the NMRA blé}s./ﬁtﬁjédeﬁtl@n@ﬁ Hetis'trul)ﬁrrﬁsgeﬁ. currently
on his fifth AP certificate. My wife Melody, a real Georgia Peach and Southern Belle,
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Divorce and a new employer caused another relocation, this timg,y married in California. Her family and many relatives, all Georgians,

to southern California. Model railroading took a back seat surfacing, ped we would come fhome. d H

only on occasion as a model built then packed away, or custom paigbmmercial aviation, we eventually did buying a house with a b
jobs referred by several hobby shops. | did eventually build two modient (1) in a suburb of Atlanta. We opened a retail model railroad §
ules of Santa Febds nSurf Lineoggt San Clemente 0 i nic

SFMA meet in Bakersfield, CA. The remarkable hospitality extended
to fellow model railroaders was exemplified by visits to childhood he-

: Continued, page 11
roes and legends John Allen and Whit Towers. John was a most gra- Pag

avi
ase-
shop

g
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Railroading Merit Badge Day
Rick Coble

The Piedmont Division held its f6Boy Scout Merit Badge Day
April 17", 2010 at the Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth, GA.

Led by National Boy Scout Coordinator John Stevens, his team
counselors helped 33 scouts successfully complete the seven stat)
required to earn the railroading merit badge. Stations cover a wi
range of topics including how a diesel locomotive develops power, si
naling, safety, freight car types, how to read and use timetables,
model scales and gauge. The most popular station is the switching
ul e. Scouts work in pairs to s At
layout. Counselors assist the scouts in completing the puzzle on m
ules wired for DCC operation and constructed by Piedmont Divisig
volunteers.

The scouts encountered minor wiring issues with the recent
rebuilt modules, but delays were minimal as the counselors helped
scouts work through problems af nour
service |l aw.o |

John has increased cresaining for the team to ensure that eac
station will be covered in the event of an absence by an counselor. |
Ello went through the program with a group of scouts, observing eaqh Counselors Loie Gomes (L) and Howard Gooduin
session and providing feedback to the counselors. At the Model Rail-
roading Scale and Gauge station, Howard Goodwin and Louie Gom&uts earning their Railroading merit badge. Satisfied parents fhave
took turns leading the session. Howard, one of three division membeesulted in word of mouth referrals, with troops and counselors traveling
to participate in all sixteen sessions, brought Louie up to speed by teagtore than 100 miles to participate in the program.
ing the first session, and then assisted when Louie took the lead. John shared an email with his counselors from the mother of three

This summer, counselor James Deaton will construct a shed at 8muts thanking John and the team for a job well done. For me, my
museum for the storage of our switching modules as his Eagle Scbue el i ngs about the program can| be
project. James has entered the fund raising phase of the project, and to
date has raised just over half of the estimated cost of the project. Con- AiThe parents see the passion angd de
struction is set for July and will be ready for our next merit badge clinic. ~ program wheryou are sitting there talking to their songhat's
If you would like to make a contribution for this worthwhile project, ~ what parents want to see when their sons are earning a merit
contact James at the next division meeting. Contributions are tax de- Padge, and that is what makes this
ductible and much appreciated. )

The Piedmont Division regularly holds the only NMie&d merit If you would like to learn more about the program, contact Jphn
badge clinic in the SER. Our haras approach has resulted in 412 Stevens asnevets4@bellsouth.net
The NMRA will hold its 75" anniversary convention in Milwaukee July 11-17, 2010. This convention is shaping
up to be one of the best in recent memory, with many special activities planned for the whole family. If you
havenét registered, now is the ti me! Many tours are selling| out
scarce.
I f you are planning to go to Milwaukee, the Piedmont Di viirsenaen c a
keting effort to promote the Peachtree Express 2013 National to be held in Atlanta. The Division has prepared a booth to be displayed
in the convention hotel and also at the national train show. The booth features pictures and videos of area layouts, information about
the convention venue (Cobb Galleria) and general information about things to do and see around Atlanta. So far | have a list of 13 peo-
ple who have indicated a desire to help staff the booth. But the more people we have, the less the burden on everyone. It wo rt be a
Ahard sell o at this time as we are not all owed to act uadivdhavetell |
offer. So, please, if you are going to Milwaukee, can you find a couple hours to help promote our 2013 convention?
A volunteer list wildl be available at the June divi sitoln6lme ektd|ngal
ing those who have already signed up to work out a schedule. Thanks for your help!
Joe Gelmini, 2013 Convention Volunteer Coordinator
7704608873
papagel@comcast.net
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